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Research findings
Introduction
This paper represents the findings of my research conducted to establish how trash build up and littering at Dockweiler State Beach affect the experience of beach users, and what is being done to prevent and reduce the waste. The findings expand on the setting and scope of the problem, research question and methods for collecting data. A research reflection is also given at the end of the paper.
Research problem
The research problem for this research was "How does trash build up and littering at Dockweiler State Beach affect the experience of beach users, and what is being done to prevent and reduce the waste?" the area of study was, therefore, Dockweiler State Beach in California. Dockweiler State Beach is a popular beach site in California. It is known for its picnic-friendly atmosphere. 

Methods used for collecting data
The research used observation and interviewing as the primary methods of data collection.
Interview
I interviewed a Dockweiler patron who gave the following responses. From the responses, the findings can be summarized as follows. When I asked him how he felt about environmental conditions at the beach he said that the issue started at the parking lot. There was a lot of trash build up. The findings also showed that there was not enough space to litter the trash. People usually left the trash at the parking lot hoping that someone else would pick them up. The interviewee added that he did not walk in the beach barefoot because of the dirty sand. There were cans, paper from snacks, bottles and other stuff around the ocean that contributed to the bad state of the beach.
Concerning the causes of dirtiness of the beach, the following were the findings from the responses by the Dockweiler Patron. The research found out that pollution starts from the bottom where it is the people attending the beach itself. The beach attendees did not mind dirtying the beach. His understanding of the reason for the dirtiness of Dockweiler was that there is not enough governmental attention being placed on cleaning and enforcing it. Since Dockweiler is a beach mainly for local Californians and not a popular tourist site, the California government is not funding the proper care of the beach.
The interviewee said that he and his friends did not swim in the ocean because the water on the beach seemed to be dirtier compared to other beaches they had been to. They, therefore, played football, volleyball, cook, and play card games such as mafia to pass time instead of swimming on the beach. The interviewee, however, admitted that he used to swim in the beach before. The interviewee gave his reasons why he thought the ocean was dirty saying that the bonfire was too close to the shore. He felt that a lot of people it was an easy route for them to get in and pollute the beach.
Findings from observation
This was another method of data collection employed in my research. These are the findings from the observations made. The research was done on Saturday, May 5, 2019, at the Dockweiler State Beach in California. The research showed in air quality from the parking lot compared to the roads leading to the parking. The parking lot was filled with vehicles. There were traces of misplaced trash scattered across the parking lot. When I walked towards the Lifeguard Tower 55, I noticed segments of sand that appeared to have been cleaned the night before. Cooking on the beach produced a considerable amount of trash. These included plastics for packaging food and aluminum cans for drinks. The many people who gathered by the fire pits for picnics held a higher potential for littering than the patrons who were not there for a picnic. It is legal to smoke and drink on the premises at Dockweiler beach.

From my observation, I also found out that there was a color difference of the sand by the shore and that on the fire pits. The sand by the fire pits looked burnt and unnatural. There was trash everywhere. There were cigarette butts, plastics, and other trash.

The observation was a vital method of data collection during my study because it revealed the pollution present in the beach. Some of the most significant findings from my observation include the presence of plastics and other litter by the ocean, the difference in the color of the sand by the shore of the beach versus the one on the fire pits. This was evidence of pollution. Also, I found out that the many people in the fire pits for picnics were responsible for the massive pollution on the beach.

Preliminary findings
Trash Build up and Littering:
Observational findings support the existence of both trash build up and littering. From my observation, there was trash and littering by the beach attendants. The trash included plastics and aluminum cans for packaging food and drinks respectively.

Secondly, trash build up correlated with lack of trash bin sites and areas of denser sample groups (by the bonfire pits) 
Littering takes place at random occasions; mainly common among drunken people and children. This was evidenced by the many cigarettes butts on the beach.

The research also showed that the experience of beach users was not directly affected by a trash build up, but the existence of a dirty environment allows for patrons to more easily contribute to the waste.
What is being done to prevent and reduce waste?
There were no explicit signs of waste prevention through observation.
Interview and video interview provided feedback on the existence of community efforts to reduce waste.

Limitations of the study
Some of the limitations of this study were as follows.
First, the research employed qualitative methods of study. Qualitative research provided useful insights into first-hand experiences but since Dockweiler beach is a very popular beach, the research could not capture multiple perspectives. The limitations included:

The interviewee is a patron at the beach and is there to relax and have a good time. The answers he gave are therefore not very credible and reliable.
Answering questions is not the funniest of activities for someone at the beach. The respondent might have been dishonest.
The lack of motivation and interest in the interview causes a tense atmosphere during the interview.
There was only one person interviewed, multiple interviewees would have made the research better.
The future direction of research

The use of further qualitative research methods would provide a better understanding of how patrons of Dockweiler are interacting with the beach.
In-depth interviews of official workers (lifeguards, patrol officers) of Dockweiler to better understand whether improvements are being made; they have a longitudinal perspective. 

The use of quantitative research methods would provide a further understanding of the experience of patrons at Dockweiler.

Survey methods to better understand the experience from multiple perspectives.
Potential solutions to pollution at the beach
i. California government should better fund its beaches. Funding should be directed towards cleaning the beach. Heavy fines should be imposed on those found littering trash anyhow in the beach.

ii. People should be sensitized on the importance of keeping the beach clean.
iii. People should not be allowed to cook, drink or smoke on the beach.

iv. Dockweiler lifeguards should stay until sundown and enforce cleanliness of environmental conditions.
